The pace of discovery and the vitality of these fields are evident in the preceding articles of this special issue and to anyone reading Science and Nature (not to mention the plethora of specialized journals) or attending the countless meetings relevant to the study of marine microbes.
So, at first, discussing the future seemed daunting to us, and we thought that no reader would like any of our predictions, except the self-evident one: that the future of marine microbial science is bright. But then, seven other predictions became obvious to us. We are confident that all readers will like these predictions and will agree that all of them will be 100% fulfilled ten years from now. This culturability question applies to virtually all microbes found in the ocean, but microbial scientists examining chemotrophic bacteria (those that use organic or inorganic compounds for energy) get exercised about this issue more so than those working on phototrophic microbes (those that use light energy). Some argue that the inability to isolate a microbe from the ocean and grow it in the lab is the biggest barrier preventing future progress in marine microbial ecology (see Giovannoni et al., this issue) .
By the year 2017, we predict that microbial ecologists will no longer argue about suffixes or prefixes, and the gaps between the worlds of cultured and uncultured/unculturable bacteria will disappear. Isolation techniques will continue to improve, and more and more important microbes will be tamed and brought into the lab for detailed experiments (see Giovannoni et al., this issue) .
But even without these advances, the distinctions among cultured, uncultured, and unculturable bacteria will become less important with the continued application of cultivation-independent techniques to examine microbes in the oceans, regardless of whether they This article has been published in Oceanography, Volume 20, Number 2, a quarterly journal of The Oceanography society. copyright 2007 by The Oceanography society. all rights reserved. Permission is granted to copy this article for use in teaching and research. republication, systemmatic reproduction, or collective redistirbution of any portion of this article by photocopy machine, reposting, or other means is permitted only with the approval of The Oceanography society. send all correspondence to: info@tos.org or Th e Oceanography society, PO Box 1931 , rockville, MD 20849-1931 traditional methods is that the questions they targeted will be answered (or we'll realize they weren't the right questions), or they will be replaced by better methods. Certainly, there is much room for improvement in these methods. Old approaches already have been freshened up with the addition of molecular facets.
For example, the combination of uptake of radiolabeled organic compounds, which was first used in marine microbial ecology 40 years ago (Williams and Askew, 1968) , was updated with methods that track ribosomal RNA genes.
Unicellular N 2 -fixing microbes were dis- Unfortunately, we will need microbes in models more than ever over the next decade, as greenhouse gases continue to build up and our planet warms due to gas-guzzling SUVs, dirty coal-fueled power plants, and denuded forests. 
